
 As a first step toward the revitalization of the 
Five Points/East Market Street Neighborhood, 
the Dorcas Street Gateway Enhancement Project 
received approval from the State Transportation 
Commission.  The Borough of Lewistown as pro-
ject applicant, committed monies from the An-
nual Community Development Block Grant allo-
cation for the design/engineering phase of the 
project set to get underway later this summer.  
The project will fund lighting and pedestrian im-
provements, landscaping and with the support of 
the community , a replication of the town clock 
that once stood in the Downtown.  Contingent on 
the allocation of these monies, the Montgomery 
Avenue Enhancement Project is anticipated for 
bidding this summer with construction on the 
$175,000 public investment to begin shortly 
thereafter.  This long-awaited project made pos-
sible through the collective efforts of DLI, Crider-
Mitchell Construction, Mann Edge Tool Company,  
the Borough of Lewistown and Borough Engi-
neer, pro-bono contributions from Lepley Elec-
tric, Dauphin Electric, Gold Key Real Estate & Appraising, and Moon Brothers Landscaping, and the 
efforts of other volunteers will help to transform the appearance of a much traveled Gateway and 
stimulate economic activity in the Downtown.   
 
With the announcement of the $230,000 award from the State Transportation Commission for the 
Dorcas Street Gateway Project, the total amount of monies leveraged from state and federal entities 
stands at nearly 3/4 of a million dollars of public investment in Downtown Lewistown.  Coupled with 
the $200,000 of private contributions to Downtown Lewistown, Inc. shows nearly a four fold return of 
public dollars to private support.  Over and above this overall community investment,  the DLI Design 
Challenge Grant Program has leveraged a 5 to 1 ratio of private investment in the downtown area for 
every dollar of “Main Street” public funds appropriated.  In addition, the in-kind volunteer efforts of 
Directors, Committee members, community leaders and private individuals have been invaluable to 
advancing the actions set forth in the Charter Plan for Downtown Lewistown. 
 
Aided by the financial support of the PA Departments of Transportation, Community & Economic De-
velopment, Conservation and Natural Resources, Borough of Lewistown, Mifflin County Commission-
ers, MCIDC, local business industry and private property owners, these investments are crucial to fuel 
economic development Downtown in combination with efforts to improve the region as a whole. 
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The Design Challenge Grant Program offers direct financial assis-
tance to commercial property and business owners stimulating 
investment in the Downtown Charter Plan area.  A variety of exte-
rior improvements may be eligible for grant funding based upon 
review by the Community Design Committee of DLI followed by 
formal award by the Board of Directors.  Over the span of the revi-
talization effort, 17 projects have been awarded incentive funds 
with another 6 pending formal approval.  As part of this program, 
DLI offers design and technical assistance to Downtown business 
and property owners through a contract with the SEDA-COG Com-
munity Resource Center.  These projects leverage a minimal 
amount of public funding for long term and visible improvement of 
properties in the downtown area. 
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Koontz Insurance Agency under 
rehabilitation   

D O W N T O W N  B U S I N E S S  D E V E L O P M E N T S  

This past year we welcomed new businesses;  Stevens Auction House, Dr. Jonathan Turoff, Neurolo-
gist, Curves for Women, Global Mortgage Services, Kish Bank Financial Service Center, and the Com-
munications Station.  The Kish Creek Center expanded their commercial offerings while Country Dutch 
& More, Lewistown Computer Workshop, Family & Friends Craft Shoppe, Rentway, The Hofbrau, Cold-
well-Banker Real Estate, SBC Skate Shop, H&R Block, and Electrolux Vaccum Sales are no longer in 
business or have discontinued their downtown business marketing venture. 
 
DLI maintained its commitment to assisting the business community by offering Business Marketing/
Promotion meetings once a month for the sharing of ideas and exploring cooperative marketing ef-
forts. DLI continues to hold regular Business Development & Economic Restructuring Committee 
meetings to review trade area and customer base research, available property listings, development 
actions and refer prospects to other economic development organizations as appropriate. 

Downtown Lewistown , Inc. 

Historic Courthouse on the Square 
One West Market Street, Suite 3 
Lewistown, PA 17044 

Phone: 717-248-9606 
Fax: 717-248-7003 
Email: downtown@acsworld.com 

 

Aided by a $40,000 grant from State Senator Jake Corman, the 
Friends of the Embassy Theatre have contracted with local 
manufacturer Metlmex to fabricate a replica of the original 
1927 marquee which illuminated the corner of South Main 
Street and Monument Square for many years until it was re-
moved due to advanced deterioration in 1992.  The fabrication 
is well  underway having received a favorable ruling from the 
Lewistown Borough Zoning Hearing Board allowing animated 
“chase” style lighting and posting of community events, etc. on 
the sign boards and message panels.  This most enlightening 
project is expected to be completed later this summer. 

In partnership with Lewistown Borough and Recreation Board and the Mifflin County Commissioners 
and aided by a $3,000 America The Beautiful Grant from the PA Department of Conservation & Natu-
ral Resources, 24 quality specimen trees were planted in the Downtown this spring.  In celebration and 
recognition of the meaning of Arbor Day, 25 community volunteers, secured through the efforts of Ea-
gle Scout candidate Doug Fultz and guided by the expertise of Moon Brothers Landscaping and the 
Mifflin County Master Gardener Program, planted 15 trees in Rec Park with 9 ornamentals placed 
around the perimeter of the county owned Brown Street Cemetery.  
The Mifflin County Historical Society, DLI and others initiated a program to recognize owners of signifi-
cant historical properties and the care they have taken to maintain and preserve the landmark.  Each 
owner was presented with two plaques, manufactured by a local entreprenuer, representative of the 
sites contribution to the heritage of Mifflin County.  This year the Committee and Society honored the 
Coleman House, owned by the Mifflin County Housing Authority, Masonic Temple Building, owned by 
the Pannizzo family, and Woodlawn, owned by the Burke family.   
Another area of the Committee is developing a historic walking tour of important buildings and sites to 
educate both visitors and residents using the Historical Society videotape as a starting point. 
 

 



The DLI Board of Directors identified four major priorities for action in the coming year.  The first prior-
ity, establishment of a community college in Downtown Lewistown is in the preliminary stages with 
stakeholders meeting to determine a course of action.  The second priority, encouraging the revitaliza-
tion/redevelopment of mixed use commercial and residential neighborhoods is an ongoing strategy 
with several phases being implemented.  Currently, local neighborhood watch groups encourage resi-
dents to be vigilant observing and reporting  inappropriate behaviors.  To further expand and 
strengthen this neighborhood effort, DLI submitted an application to leverage the redevelopment of 
the Five-Points/East Market Street Neighborhood partnering the activities and contributions of the 
local Communities That Care Prevention Board with the strategic development of the neighborhood.  
The third priority, develop the center of town/Monument Square area, is underway as documented 
elsewhere in this report.  The fourth priority, redevelopment/reuse of the former industrial site of  
Mann Edge Tool Company is currently on hold pending the dissolution of the property. 

Annual  Report  

The Kish Riverwalk Development Project encompassing the construction of a trail segment connect-
ing Downtown at South Main Street with Rec Park moves closer to implementation.  With the reloca-
tion of a sanitary sewer line allowing construction to commence on the Kish Bank Financial Center, 
and the drafting of agreements with affected property owners, design and engineering work should 
begin later this summer with construction to follow thereafter.  The $110,000 grant allocation from 
the PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources will fund the rehabilitation of an abandoned 
railroad bridge, preparation of a 10’ wide walking/biking surface, lighting and landscaping improve-
ments.  This project leverages monies from the Federal TEA 21 Montgomery Avenue Development 
Project for the development of a trailhead/parking area at the corner of Montgomery Avenue and 
South Dorcas Street and the donation of land from Omega Bank as local match requirements.   Addi-
tionally, work has begun on the Kish Riverwalk & Trail Feasibility Study examining linking Downtown 
with Victory Park, Rec Park, and the County Stone Arch Bridge with possible extensions to Kish/Derry 
Township Park and the nearby Mifflin County Schools.  This project is being funded through a 
$13,500 grant from the PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources and in-kind contribu-
tions from Mifflin County, Allegheny Ridge Corporation and a private contribution.  On a statewide 
level, these trails are intended to link with the Pittsburgh to Harrisburg Mainline Canal Greenway.   
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Look for new issues of the Lewistown Leader this summer. 

 

The Mifflin County Planning & Development Department is advancing the concept of the Monument 
Square Development Plan developed with the consensus of neighboring stakeholders reflecting the estab-
lishment of Downtown Lewistown as a Regional Center for Heritage, Arts and Entertainment.  The County 
plan seeks to obtain $300,000 from the PennDot Hometown Streets & Safe Routes to School Program for 
lighting, sidewalk and streetscape improvements surrounding Monument Square matched with contribu-
tions from private property and business owners.  
The Monument Square Development Plan, a collaborative effort of Downtown Lewistown, Inc, (DLI) and its 
partners,   the Borough of Lewistown, Mifflin County Industrial Development Corporation, Greater Lewis-
town Corporation, Friends of the Embassy Theatre, Juniata Valley Area Chamber of Commerce, and Mifflin 
County with assistance from the SEDA-COG Community Resource Center, has taken a major step forward 
through the efforts of Mifflin County. 
Closely tied with these efforts is the ongoing restoration of the Embassy Theatre as a vital component to 
establish Downtown as the Regional Heritage Arts and Entertainment Center.  Bolstered by a grass-roots 
effort to replicate the historic Theatre marquee and aided with a $40,000 grant from State Senator Jake 
Corman, the Friends of the Embassy Theatre have attracted new interest and individuals who are assist-
ing in the effort.  Recent actions undertaken by the Friends include submission of an application to the PA 
Historical & Museum Commission for funding to prepare a Historic Structures Building Report and related 
Feasibility Study.  Later this year, the Friends are anticipating  completing work to replicate/restore the 
historic marblework base, enclose and finish the marquee ceiling, replicate the original walnut display 
cases and install “up-lighting” on the Theatre facade. 
The partnership between the Friends and Downtown Lewistown, Inc. is one example of the creative efforts 
in place to further revitalize and develop Downtown Lewistown. 

 “Everything that is 
done in the world is 
done by the hopeful. 
No matter your age. 

No matter your 
circumstances. No 

matter your financial 
wealth. Without hope, 
nothing is possible.” 

Martin Luther King 


